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ORDINANCE NO. 3885

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF RICHARDSON, TEXAS, AMENDING THE
CODE OF ORDINANCES BY AMENDING CHAPTER 18, SIGN REGULATIONS, BY
AMENDING DEFINITIONS, AREA REGULATIONS, SIGN CLASSIFICATIONS AND
OTHER STANDARDS; PROVIDING A REPEALING CLAUSE; PROVIDING A
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE, PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR A
PENALTY OF FINE NOT TO EXCEED THE SUM OF TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS

($2,000.00); AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RICHARDSON,

TEXAS:

SECTION 1. That the Code of Ordinances of the City of Richardson, Texas, be and the

same is hereby amended by amending Chapter 18, Sign Regulations, in part by amending

definitions, area regulations, sign classifications and other standards, to read as follows:

"ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL

Sec.18-1. Short title.

This chapter shall hereafter be known and cited as the "Sign Regulations."

Sec. 18-2. Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different
meaning:

Abandoned Sign means a sign that depicts or refers to a product, business, service,
activity, condition or occupation which has changed in such a manner that the sign no longer
properly or appropriately identifies or describes said product, business, service, activity,
condition or occupation, which no longer exists at the location referred to in the sign, or no
longer exists or operates at any location.

Alter means to change the size, shape or outline, copy, nature of message, intent or type
of sign.

Board means the Sign Control Board.
ft

Bulletin board means a sign containing information where a portion of such information
may be periodically changed, providing that such change shall be effected by the replacement or
interchange of letters, numbers, or other graphic symbols by insertion, attachment or similar
means. The use of slate'; chalkboard, cardboard or similar material with pencil, chalk, crayon or
similar types ofmarking is prohibited.
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Copy means logbs, characters, symbols or any other portion of a sign which conveys a
message or informations

Director ofCommunity Servicesmeans the officer or person within the city charged with
the administration and enforcement of this chapter.

Erect means to build, construct, attach, hang, place suspend or affix, and shall also
include the painting of signs on the exterior surface of a building or structure, and also includes
the painting or affixing of signs to the exterior or interior surface of windows, and includes signs
located interior to a building but readily visible from the exterior.

Facing or surface means the surface or surfaces of the sign upon, against or through
which the message is displayed or illustrated on the sign.

Freeway means any major thoroughfare where right-of-way is 250 feet or greater and so
designated by the city master street plan.

Illuminated sign means any sign which has characters, letters, figures, designs or outline
illuminated directly or indirectly by electric lights, luminous tubes or other means.

Landscaping means any plant materials including, but not limited to, live trees, shrubs,
groundcovers, grass, flowers, and native landscape materials; also including, but not limited to,
inorganic features such as planters, stone, brick, and aggregate forms, water, or other landscape
elements approved by the Director of Community Services.

Logo means any design, insignia or other marking of a company, business or product,
which is used in advertising to identify the company, business or product.

Monument sign means any sign that is contiguous to the ground and not elevated above
grade by use of poles, struts, or wires and has no clear space for the full width of the sign
between the bottom of the sign and the surface of the ground. A monument sign may include a
sign face, sign structure, a sign base and sign cap.

Noncombustible material means any material which will not ignite at or below a
temperature of 1,200 degrees Fahrenheit and will not continue to burn or glow at that
temperature or shall have a flame spread of25 or less.

Outdoor Structure means anything constructed or erected which requires a permanent
location on the ground or which is attached to something having a fixed location on the ground,
designed and intended to provide identity, decoration or protection from the elements, including,
but not limited to, supporting walls, canopies, awnings, porte-cocheres, appurtenances or other
permitted structures as determined by the Director of Community Services.

Projecting structures means covered structures of a permanent nature which are
constructed of approved building material, specifically excluding canvas or fabric material, and
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where such structures are an integral part of the main building or permanently attached to a main
building and do not extend over public property. "Projecting structures" includes marquee,
canopy and fixed-awning-type of structures.

Roofline means the height which is defined by the intersection of the roof of the building
and the wall of the building; except, for mansard-type roofs, the "roof line" means the top of the
lower slope of the roof. Roofs with parapet walls completely around the building and not
exceeding four feet in height may be considered as the "roof line" for the purposes of this
chapter.

Sign means an outdoor structure, display, light device, figure, painting, drawing,
message, plaque, poster, billboard, name, announcement, insignia, banner, mural, description,
logo, illustration, neon tube or other thing that is designed, intended or used to advertise or
inform about an activity, place, product, person, organization, business or other legally-permitted
service.

Sign, on-premises, means a sign identifying or advertising a business, person,
organization, activity, event, place, service or product on the same premises as the business,
person, organization, activity, event, place, service or product that is principally located or
primarily sold or manufactured.

Sign, off-premises, means a sign identifying or advertising a business, person,
organization, activity, event, place, service or product not principally located or primarily
manufactured or sold on the premises on which the sign is located.

Structural trim means the molding, battens, cappings, nailing strips, latticing and
platforms which are attached to the sign structure.

Vehicle means any automobile, truck, camper, tractor, van, trailer or any device capable
of being transported and shall be considered a "vehicle" in both moving and stationary modes,
irrespective of state of repair or condition.

Sec. 18-3. Responsibility for violation.

The owner of the sign, the owner of the land or structure, or the person in charge of
erecting, altering, replacing, relocating or repairing the sign or structure are all subject to the
provisions of this chapter and, therefore, subject to the penalty provided for the violation of this
chapter.

Sec. 18-4. Penalties.

Any person violating any provision of this chapter shall be punished as provided in
section 1-8.
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Sec. 18-5. Prohibited signs.

It shall be unlawful for any person to erect, cause to have erected, or allow to remain
erected any sign or condition prohibited in this section and shall remove such sign or correct
such condition immediately upon notice by the building official:

(1) It shall be unlawful for any person to display or advertise upon any sign any
obscene, indecent or immoral matter.

(2) No person shall erect, maintain or permit the erection of any balloon or other
floating device anchored to the ground or to any structure, except as allowed by
other provisions of this chapter.

(3) No person shall attach any sign, paper or other material or paint, stencil or write
any name, number (except house numbers) or otherwise mark on any sidewalk,
curb, gutter, street, tree, tower, utility pole, public building, public fence or public
structure for advertising purposes, except such signs as are permitted by this
chapter to be placed in the public right-of-way. Any sign placed on public
property, or public right-of-way may be removed without prior notice.

(4) No sign located internal or external to a building or vehicle shall be illuminatedto
an intensity to cause glare or brightness to a degree that could constitute a hazard
or nuisance. Moving, flashing, animated, intermittently lighted, changing color,
beacons, revolving or similarly constructed signs shall not be allowed except
where permissible in this chapter. Jump clocks or digital display devices showing
time or temperature may be allowed only by a special permit of the sign control
board.

(5) No person shall place on or suspend from the exterior of any building, pole,
structure, projecting structure, parkway, driveway or parking area any goods,
wares, merchandise or other advertising object or structure for the purpose of
advertising such items, other than a sign as defined, regulated and prescribed by
this chapter except as otherwise allowed by ordinance controlling the outside
storage and display of goods, wares or merchandise.

(6) No cloth, paper, banner, flag, device or other similar advertising matter shall be
permitted to be attached, suspended from or allowed to hang loose from any sign,
building br structure, except as allowed by other provisions of this chapter.

(7) No lighted sign shall be erected within 150 feet of a residential property line
unless lighting is shielded from view in the direction of the residential district.
Signs erected at a public school that are regulated by an automated timer that
limits the period of illumination from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. shall be permitted to be
erected 50 feet or more from a residential property line.

(8) No signs attached to a trailer, skid or similar mobile structure, where the primary
use of such structure is for sign purposes, will be permitted. This provision does
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not restrict the identification signage on Vehicles used for delivery service,
interstate commerce or any bona fide transportation activity.

(9) Vehicles to which signs are affixed shall be parked behind the rear building wall
in which the business is legally operating unless the vehicle is actively being used
for loading, unloading, or delivering goods, merchandise or services. Vehicles to
which signs are affixed that cannot be physically parked behind the rear building
wall in which a business is legally operating shall be parked in a single, marked
parking space behind said building's front building wall. Vehicles to which signs
are affixed that cannot be parked behind said building's front building wall shall
be parked in a single, designated parking space a maximum of 100 feet from said
business' primary entrance. Vehicles to which signs are affixed must be parked a
minimum of 20 feet from any street right of way. Vehicles to which signs are
affixed shall be parked completely and wholly in a single designated parking
space. Signs attached to a vehicle shall be incidental to the bona fide use for
transportation purposes of the vehicle to which the sign is attached. If a vehicle
displaying a sign is not a bona fide use for transportation purposes, the vehicle
shall be; deemed to be a sign and subject to all provisions of this chapter
pertaining to freestanding signs. It shall be a rebuttable presumption that a
vehicular sign is not a bona fide use for transportation if the vehicle is stopped,
parked, or allowed to remain at the same location within the site for any period
exceeding 24 hours or contains arrows, directional information or promotional
advertising relating to the business.

(10) A-framesigns and sandwich-board signs are prohibited. Similar types of portable
signs are prohibited except where specifically permitted in article III of this
chapter.

(11) No person shall erect, maintain or permit the erection of portable lighting displays
including, but not limited to, laser lights and displays and searchlights.

(12) A canopy may not be illuminated in a manner to allow the transmission of light
through the canopy material unless allowed by a special permit of the sign control
board.

(13) Signs that are held by or attached to a human being, with the exception ofpolitical
signs, are prohibited. A human sign includes a person dressed in costume for the
purpose of advertising or otherwise drawing attention to an individual, business,
commodity, service, activity, or product.

Sec. 18-6. General regulations.

All sign types, where permitted, shall conform to the general regulations listed in this
chapter:
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(1) No sign shall be erected, relocated or maintained so as to prevent free ingress to
or egress from any door, window or fire escape. ?No sign of any kind shall be
attached to a standpipe or fire escape except signs relating directly to such.

(2) Traffic or other municipal signs, legal notices, railroad crossing signs, danger and
such emergency, temporary signs are not subject to the provisions of this chapter.

(3) In order to obtain and secure reasonable traffic safety, it shall be unlawful for any
person to erect or maintain any fluttering, undulating, swinging, rotating or
otherwise moving sign or any flashing sign. No sign shall be erected or
maintained in such a manner as to obstruct free and clear vision; or at any location
where, by reason of position, shape, color, degree, manner or intensity of
illumination, it may interfere with vehicular or pedestrian traffic. Pursuant to the
foregoing, no sign shall be erected or maintained in such manner as to be likely to
interfere with, obstruct the view of, or be confused with any authorized traffic
sign, signal or device. Accordingly, no sign shall make use of the words "stop,"
"go," "look," "slow," "danger" or any other similar word, phrase, symbol or
character, or employ any red, yellow, orange, green or other colored lamp or light
in such a manner as to interfere with, mislead or confuse traffic, whether located
exterior or interior to a building or structure.

(4) All signs which are constructed on street lines, or within five feet thereof, shall
have a smooth surface and no nails, tacks or wires shall be permitted to protrude
therefrom, except electrical reflectors and devices which may extend over the top
and in front of the advertising structures, where subject to reach of pedestrian
traffic.

(5) Gooseneck reflectors and lights shall be permitted on ground signs, roof signs and
wall signs; providing, however, the reflectors shall be provided with proper glass
lenses when necessary to concentrate the illumination upon the area of the sign so
as to prevent glare upon the street or adjacent property.

(6) The permittee or owner of any sign shall maintain all parts and supports of such
sign in good condition to prevent deterioration, oxidation, rust, paint peeling and
other unsightly conditions.

(7) All illuminated signs shall be subject to the provisions of the electric code of the
city as may be amended. In addition, all internally illuminated signs shall be listed
by an accredited listing agency and shall be installed in accordance with chapter
600 of {the National Electric Code, unless otherwise approved by special
permission.

(8) Signs for locations granted a special use permit under article XXII-A of the
zoning ordinance of the city [appendix A to this Code] shall be based on the
applicable zoning classification of the use in lieu of the base zoning. Example: A
tract of land has a zoning of O-M and has been rezoned as O-M with a special
permit for an industrial use. Signing shall be based on I-M(l) zoning unless
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otherwise specified in the special use ordinance. The Sign Regulations in Article
III of this Chapter pertaining to signs in local retail and commercial zoning
districts shall be applicable in any zoning district if more than 50 percent of the
building br buildings are used for retail or commercial use.

Sees. 18-7 - 18-25. Reserved.

ARTICLE II. ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY

Sec. 18-26. Nonconforming existing signs.

A sign that, having been permitted to remain in place as a nonconforming use under the
provisions of this chapter, is blown down or otherwise destroyed or dismantled for any purpose,
other than maintenance operations or for changing the letters, symbols or other matter on the
sign, shall not be repaired, rebuilt or reconstructed. For purposes of this section, a sign or a
substantial part of a sign is considered to have been destroyed only if the cost of repairing the
sign is more than 60 percent of the cost of erecting a new sign of the same type at the same
location.

Sec. 18-27. Variance fees and notification.

An application for a variation to the conditions of this chapter shall be accompanied by a
variance application fee set in accordance with a resolution of the city council enacted from time
to time for this purpose. Such application for a variance may cover more than one sign, but shall
apply to one applicant and one location. The notification for a variance application must appear
in the official newspaper of the city at least seven days prior to the date on which the request is
heard by the sign control board. The variation application must contain the following
information:

(1) Name, address and telephone number of the applicant.

(2) Location of building, structure or lot to which or upon which the sign is to be
attached or erected.

(3) Position of the sign in relation to nearby buildings or structures, including other
signs.

(4) The specific variation requested and the reasons and justification for such
requests.'

(5) An electronic copy of sign specifications and site plans or eleven paper copies of
the sign specifications and site plans shall be required.
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Sec. 18-28. Inspection.

The Director of Community Services or designee shall inspect annually, or at such other
times as he deems necessary, each sign regulated by this chapter for the purpose of ascertaining
whether the same is secure or insecure, whether it still serves a useful purpose and whether it is
in need of removal or repair. Signs shall be maintained by the owner and/or person in control of
the property in a good state of repair, and in the same condition when such sign was installed,
save and except reasonable wear and tear.

Sec. 18-29. Exempt signs.

A political sign that has an effective area of 36 square feet or less, is not more than eight
feet in height and which is not illuminated, or have any moving parts, other than a sign including
a billboard, that contains primarily a political message on a temporary basis and that is generally
available for rent or purchase to carry commercial advertising or other messages that are not
primarily political, is exempt from the provisions of Chapter 18.

Sec. 18-30. Abandoned signs.

Within 180 days after any business has abandoned it's location or tenant space, the
owner, agent, or person having beneficial use of the building, structure, or the lot or tract where
such business was located shall remove all signs relating to such business or have the face
replaced with a weatherproof, blank face.

Sees. 18-31 - 18-45. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. SIGN CONTROL BOARD

Sec. 18-46. Creation, composition.

There is hereby established a sign control board consisting of five members and two
alternate members appointed by the city council. Members and alternates may participate, except
that only members will vote. In the event of a member's absence, the alternate will fulfill those
duties. ;

Sec. 18-47. Qualification of members.

Members of the .sign control board shall be owners of record ofreal property in the city.

Sec. 18-48. Terms of members.

I'
I

Members of the' sign control board shall be appointed for a period of two years. In the
event of a vacancy, the; city council shall appoint a member to serve the unexpired term. In the
event a replacement orj reappointment has not been made at the end of a member's designated
term, such member will[continue to serve until reappointed or replaced.
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Sec. 18-49. Compensation.

Members of thefsign control board shall serve without compensation.

Sec. 18-50. Officers.

The city council shall designate the following sign control board officers and their
respective term ofoffice shall run concurrent with their respective term of appointment.

(1) Chairman. The chairman shall preside at all meetings where he is present. The
chairman shall implement or cause to have implemented any practice or
procedure in the calling ofmeetings, conduct of meetings or reporting of activities
that he considers in the best interest of the board and shall so inform the city
council or consult with the city council when requested and at such times when it
appears necessary or desirable.

(2) Vice-chairman. The vice-chairman shall assist the chairman in directing the total
affairs of the board. In the absence of the chairman, the vice-chairman shall
assume all duties of the chairman.

Sec. 18-51. Temporary chairman; quorum.

In the event of the absence of the chairman and vice-chairman of the sign control board,
the three members constituting the quorum shall elect, for that meeting, a member to preside as
acting chairman and assume all duties of the chairman. All motions shall be decided by a simple
majority of the members present. A tie vote shall constitute failure of the motion.

Sec. 18-52. Meetings.

The sign control board shall establish one stated meeting per month and shall call special
meetings as required to conduct its duties. All stated meetings shall be open to the public. The
board shall establish the date, time and place of the meetings.

Sec. 18-53. Records.

All proceedings of the sign control board shall be recorded in minutes of meeting
approved by the board and made a matter ofpublic record.

Sec. 18-54. Powers, duties.

The sign control board shall have the following powers and perform the following duties:

(1) The city council authorizes the sign control board to sit as a board of appeals in
public hearings for purposes of this chapter. In considering the requests for
variation to requirements of this chapter, the sign control board shall consider, but
not be limited to, the degree of variance, the reasons for variance requested, the
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location of variance request, the duration of the requested variance, the effect on
public safety, protection of neighborhood property, the degree of hardship or
injustice'involved, and the effect of the variance on the general plan for signing
within the city. The sign control board shall grant the variance requested, grant a
variance of a greater or lesser nature than requested, or deny a variance request.

(2) All action on variance requests shall be submitted to the city council for review
and such decisions of the board shall become final unless reversed or modified by
the city council no later than at the second city council meeting following the sign
control board meeting at which formal action was taken by the board. In
reviewing the action of the board, or variance requests, the council shall consider
the records made at the hearing before the sign control board.

(3) The sign control board shall conduct continuing studies of sign ordinances in
neighboring municipalities as well as other cities where such study will assist in
upgrading the function of signing within the city and make recommendations to
the city council where appropriate.

(4) The sign control board will conduct a continual review of all nonconforming signs
and all variances granted and determine their desirability and effects upon the
neighborhood and city and make recommendations to the city council where
appropriate.

(5) The sign control board will evaluate new signing techniques as such are
developed and recommend to the city council their benefits or disadvantages in
the city.

(6) The sign control board may discuss the planning of signing in new or existing
developments upon request of the developer.

(7) The sign control board shall conduct studies, prepare opinions and general plans
as requested by the city council.

(8) The sign control board shall perform any duties specified elsewhere in this
chapter.

(9) The sign control board may, from time to time, recommend to the city council
amendments or changes to this chapter.

Sees. 18-55 - 18-75. Reserved.

DIVISION 3. SIGN PERMIT

Sec. 18-76. Required.

(1) Erect, alter, replace or relocate. For those signs that require a permit, it shall be unlawful
for any person t6 erect, alter or relocate within the city any permissible sign, without first
obtaining a sign permit from the Director of Community Services or designee and
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making payment of the fee required. The permitmay covermore than one sign, but shall
apply to only one applicant and one location.

(2) Repair. It shall be unlawful for anyperson to repair any signrequiring a permit when the
value of such work exceeds $200.00 without first obtaining a repair permit from the
Director of Community Services or designee and making payment of the fee required.

Sec. 18-77. Application.

(1) Erect, alter, replace or relocate. Applications for permits to erect, alter, replace or
relocate a sign shall contain or have attached thereto the following information:

a. Name, address and telephone number of the applicant.

b. Location of building, structure or lot to which or upon which the sign is to be
attached or erected.

c. Position of the sign in relation to nearby buildings or structures, including other
signs.

d. Two blueprint or ink drawings of the plans and specifications are required,
including electrical wiring, construction, type of materials, method of attachment
to building or structure and foundation for freestanding signs.

e. Copy of stress sheets and calculations showing the structure is designed for dead
load and wind pressure in any direction in the amount required by this and all
other laws and ordinances of the city. The designing engineer for a pole or
monument sign shall seal his design calculations and stress sheets.

f. Name and address of the person erecting the sign.

g. Such other information as the Director of Community Services or designee shall
require to show full compliance with this and all other laws and ordinances of the
city.

(2) Repair. Application for sign repair permits shall contain or have attached thereto the
following information:

a. Name, address, arid telephone number of the sign owner.

b. Name, address and telephone number of the person providing the repair service.

c. Location ofbuilding, structure or lot upon which sign is located.

d. Description of the repair activity to be performed.
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